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CONFIDENTIAL NICOSIA 2163 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, PEPR, CY 

SUBJECT: NIMETZ VISIT: PUBLIC RELATIONS ASPECTS 

REF: STATE 215077 

1 . NIMETZ VISIT, ONCE PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE, CAN BE EXPECTED AROUSE 
INTENSE INTEREST ALL QUARTERS PLUS STRONG PRESSURE BY LOCAL 
MEDIA FOR INFORMATION ON DETAILS OF VISIT AND FOR PUBLIC STATE- 
MENTS AND PRESS CONFERENCE DURING VISIT. EMBASSY ASSUMES DE- 
PARTMENT/NIMETZ PREFER KEEP PUBLIC ASPECTS OF VISIT AT A MINI 

MUM AND RECOMMENDS FOLLOWING FOR DEPARTMENT CONSIDERATION AND 
COMMENT. 

2. ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISIT: EMBASSY RECOMMENDS, IF GOC CONCURS, 
DEPARTMENT AND GOC RELEASE ANNOUNCEMENT SIMULTANEOUSLY ALONG 
LINES REFTEL. RECOMMEND AFTERNOON AUGUST 31 (CYPRUS TIME) FOR 
THAT EVENING'S NEWSCASTS AND SEPTEMBER 1 PRESS (ALTERNATIVELY 
AFTERNOON SEPTEMBER 1 FOR EVENING NEWSCASTS AND SEP- 
TEMBER 2 PRESS. WILL CABLE AGREED TEXT. IF DEPARTMENT 

FORCED ANNOUNCE PRIOR TO AGREED DATE, GOC WOULD RELEASE 
AS SOON THEREAFTER AS POSSIBLE. REQUEST DEPARTMENT AD- 
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VISE BY IMMEDIATE MESSAGE IF FORCED RELEASE EARLY. 

3. LOCAL MEDIA WILL WANT BRIEF BIODATA, WHICH ICA WILL 
SUPPLY SEPARATELY BASED ON BIOGRAPHIC REGISTER UNLESS 
DEPARTMENT SUPPLY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

4. PRE- VISIT PRESS QUERIES: FOLLOWING PUBLIC ANNOUNCE- 
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MENT, EMBASSY/ICA WILL RESPOND TO PRESS QUERIES ALONG 
LINE REFTEL UNLESS ADDITIONAL OR REVISED GUIDANCE 
RECEIVED. 

5. AIRPORT ARRIVAL: ASSUME PREFERENCE AGAINST ARRIVAL 
STATEMENT AND AIRPORT PRESS MEETING AND WILL ENLIST 
COOPERATION OF PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE TO MINIMIZE MEDIA 
PRESSURE. IF PRESSURE TOO GREAT. MAY RECOMMEND BRIEF 
STATEMENT ALONG LINES REFTEL, NO QUESTIONS. WILL ASSESS 
SITUATION AFTER PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT AND ADVISE. 

6. PRESS CONFERENCE: PRESSURE CAN BE EXPECTED TO BE 
GREAT IN BOTH COMMUNITIES FOR PRESS CONFERENCE. PRIOR 
TO ARRIVAL, EMBASSY/ICA PLAN RESPOND TO SUCH QUERIES 
THAT NO PRESS CONFERENCE IS SCHEDULED AS VISIT IS PURELY 
EXPOLRATORY. IF, AFTER ARRIVAL, COUNSELOR NIMETZ DE- 
TERMINES THAT PRESS CONFERENCE IS DESIRABLE, ICA CAN 
EASILY ARRANGE AT AMERICAN CENTER. (FYI: IN THIS 
EVENTUALITY, TURKISH CYPRIOT JOURNALISTS CAN BE INVITED 
BUT MIGHT NOT BE PERMITTED TO ATTEND, AS WAS CASE DURING 
LAST CLIFFORD VISIT.) 

7. DEPARTURE STATEMENT: AS WITH ARRIVAL STATEMENT. 

WOULD ATTEMPT AVOID. IF PRESSURE TOO GREAT-A LIKELY 
EVENTUALITY -WOULD RECOMMEND BRIEF STATEMENT. NO QUESTIONS. 
STONE 
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